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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 02 September 2003 , 
2a)IE This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 and 22-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 and 22-26 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 
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1) CH Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) [U Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/01 9,1 83 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3634 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to as not adequately describing the 
invention. It does not state that the invention is a blind. Also, the term "level" does not 
appear to be appropriately used in the present context. Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following: 

The term "level" is not appropriately used in the present context. Also, on page 5, 
lines 15-16 (marked-up copy), "individual teeth 48-55" is ambiguous since it is not clear 
that these numbers relate to teeth in the drawings. Also on page 5, the statement that 
the reflection of light bundle 50 is shown on the upper side of blind 51 is not understood 
in light of what is shown in the drawings. On page 6, line 2, "retro-reflected ray 56" is 
ambiguous since "56" shows an arrow. Fig. 4. On page 7, the statement "Contrary to 
Figures 3 through 6, the underside of the blind is toothed as well" is ambiguous based 
on what is shown in Figs. 5 and 6, which both appear to have toothed undersides. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because the objections to the specification 
discussed above relate to the drawings. A proposed drawing correction or con'ected 
drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Appropriate connection is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
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Claims 1-20 and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The use of the term "level" is questioned. It does not appear that this term is 
properly used in the present context. 

In line 4, "said prism-molded teeth of one prism side" is not understood. 

In line 11, "the level of the outer edges" is not understood since two "levels" have 
been recited and there is no antecedent basis for "the outer blind edges". 

In paragraph a), there is no antecedent basis for "said angle of inclination BT' 
and "B2". 

Paragraph b) recites multiple embodiments as evident by the terms "and/or" and 
"either... or". 

Much of paragraphs c) and d) actually recite the behavior of light in conjunction 
with the blinds, which confuses the scope of the claim between article claims and 
method-of-using claims. These recitations are considered to limit the stmcture by 
reciting that the structure is capable of interacting with light in such a manner. 

In claim 2, "readjustment" is recited but no means for such readjustment have 
been recited. 

In claim 6, "at least on first portion" is ambiguous since first portions have already 
recited in claim 1 . 
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The use of reference numerals to recite an element, such as in claims 1 and 9, is 
not proper. Reference numerals may only be used as an aid in understanding the 
invention. 

In claim 23, there is no antecedent basis for "said layers of ln202,Sn02 and Sb". 

It appears that allowable subject matter is present. However, the wording of claim 
1 renders the claim sufficiently indefinite such that it is difficult to comprehend. The 
Examiner will further consider the claims upon amendment. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the nnailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blair M. Johnson whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0526. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1020. 




BMJ 



